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Ma~rine' Corps
Shooting
Awards
This yearmaywell be the "Year of the Slingshot," when
sOme novice marksmantopples the Goliaths of the
Marine Corps'shooting scene and takes home the gold,

Story by Tom Bartlett
Official USMC Photos
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(ABOVE)The Lauchheimp.r Trophy
symboli%es the "best !:hot in the
Marine Corps" and a replica is
given to tho Marine who shoots
highest with the rifle and pistol.
(BELOW) The Edson Trophy is
awarded following the East Coast
Pistol Matches.
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his is it-1984, "'["heYearor the
-~-, Slingshot;"

Rt'<:3l1inghistory, David was com.
parable to a sJ\~tf(y grunt. He was a boot,
untried ~nd untested. A kid nrmt:d with a
slingshot.

Goliath, on the other hand, was a
lifer-a veteran. He was combat rested
and hardell~'(j.

But Da.vid, although he might have
been scared, w:l.~n'tcowardly. He would
have been a good Marine. He ~tood hi~
ground,alrhoughGoliathwasbiggerand
more baule savvy.

You know the rL'St.David Ictloose his
best shot, and Goliath Was5hipped home
in a. body bag.

That's kind of carrying1984to tileex-
tremes, but this could be the ytar for
Davidall overagain. MarineCorps rine
shooters, thosew!:aringthejazzyjaekcrs
wilhthe shootingpntc:he!lat!over [hem,
and carrying [he one-lensedbinocular
and movie producer chairs, hav~ had
their way for some time, Sure. They've
becn moving up to th\: firing line with
their match conditioned 1\1-J45,and
they've been punching tlumerous holes in
the black.

"Newbies" who haven't been around

shooting excepL for lheir once-a.year re-
q1.lalification firing haven't dared to
challenge the senior flr1arineswith the
M.14I;and ja?,~ shooling jacket>;.Many
of the new guys have never even seen an
M-14, much le,~~fired OIlC.

But 1984 isancwyear, and it may wdl
be che "Y~r of the Slingshot," when
some novice shooter [opples the Goliarhs
of the Marine Cor/">S'shooting scene and
takes home the gold.

You see, thi~ yr:a.I',AU, Marines will
be firing a comparatively "new" rifle.
That's right The rille used in divisiO!t,
competition will be the M.16A2.

So chere il is. BOth lht' "Davids" and
the "Goliachs" of the Marine Corps
shooling world will be racing sin'lilnr dif-
ficulties. They will share the same prob-
k.'I11Sas LOwindag(!, elcviltion and Lriggl.!r
squeeze.They",illaUbe firing unfamiliar
w~'apoCls.They will all be on [he sam(:
level.

allt theMarincCorps' "Goliath!>"will
still havc a lot going for them. They havc
borne th.z tJ'emol'~ alld rribula[ioJ\~ 1,)1'

marksmaMhip ~omp(;Lirion: rhey know
how to pa..:e [hcm.~clvcs; how [0 cm nnd

sleep properly prior [0 the match. They
know how to cXt'rds~ ~\nJ I.:a!m L!,cln.
scl\'c!. dQwn.

"Duvicl," \111~hc o[hcl' t.L\nd. wiillmve
lC knrrlby <lskin2 "Goli:l!h" to ~h:lr~his
knowledge(whichmostdo quite v.illing-
Iy) or by 5ufredng it out aloru.:.,old
ILlTk::)'.
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. . novice Mtlrillc Corp~ rine ~h(J(llcr. orr(:rs
a gr~ar o~porll.lnl(y. Who ~110WS.maybe
a "D,wid" or two will earn f-olnc'sold
and take a giant step toward "Dislin-
&:l.Iishcd"and m~ybc CYCIlearn him~clr
on(' of Iho~ejaY.lYshooting jacket~; on~.
I(?n.~cdbinocular and t\ movie produccr'..,
chair! ,

Although the Marine Corps is in a
o:mstam state of nux, there arc some
crusty Marine veterans who still think of
shoot~rs as "skaters." They c011sider
m::trk$manship to be a sport, and they
look upon parlicipantS as "jocks."

When an announcement is made that a
division match is to bc held locally, sOme
unit comnlanders are hc.$ilont,or relue.
tam, to permit their members to partici.
pate in competition. No unit commander
wants to "lose" a good Marine. The
"shooting season" may be from tWO
weeks to six momhs long, depending on
the skill of the shooter.

From March 26th to the 30th, the Far
East Division Match will be held. 111at's
on Okinawa, From April 2-6, the Pacific
Division Match is held at the Puuloa Ri-
fle Range, Hawaii, The Western Division
Match (C.'U1tpPendleton, Calif.) is con-
ducted from April 9--13.The Eastern Di-
vi!iion (Camp Lejcune. N.C.) Malch is
held April 16.20.

During these division matches, [hi:!
M16A2 rifle will be used by all rifle com-
petitors,

The Marine Corps Matches wiUbe
held May 14-18at Camp Lejeune,N.C.,
and during these matchesthe M-I4 will
be used.

Completion of the Marine Corps
Match docs not necessarily el1d the
shooting seasonfor the more proficient
rin~ and pistol marksmen.There is also
the Camp Perry Matches (Ohio)and a
possibility of sccuril\ga berth on the
United States OlympicTeam for com.
)'Ctitionat Los Angeles,Calif.

"The Marine CoJps' Compc:titionin
Arms Program is explainedin Marine
Corps Bulletin 3591," sa.id CWO-4
Gregory ConnOr.In addition to scrvjng
as a Marine Corps RangeOfficer(9925
MOS), he isalsoOfficerin Chargeof the
Marine Corps Rinc Team. Be holdsthe
rille record for an individual par-
ticipating in th~.Pacitic Djvi~ion Match,
which he set in 1916. The gunner fired a
59243V, .

"The bulletin directs that all large
units, such as divisions, IUr wings or
recruit depots, including Inrge Reserve
uniLS, will provide shoou:rs for the
various division matches."

R~prcsentalives of the Marksmanship
Training Unit provide a week-long class
011marksmanship insu'ucLion to all par-
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ticipants prior to the division matches.
(See slory, "Marksman~hip Training
Unit, II in this issue).

"Our Marines provide fOllrdays orin-
struction, and then therc's a week of
practice while all shooters qualify with
either the dfle, pistol or both. Com.
petitors learn to coach during this in-
struCtion and many receive the 8531
Marksmanship Instructor's MOS as a
secondary," Connor continued.

Prior to the selection of shooters nam.
cd to compete in the various division
matches. intramural competitions are
held as tryouts for various leams which
will reprcsenttheir squadron, air group,
division. post or station,

There are no "losers" in division. match compctition. Shoorers learn and
become more proficient. One-sixth of the
lop 10percent of non.di!itinguished COO1-
~titors receivegold medals; one.third of
that ten pr:rcent rt.'Ceivea silver medal,
and the remaining top shooters receive a
bronze medal. Tho5c medals h~vca point
value toward Dislinguishcd, It takes a
tOtal or 30 points to bL~omcDislinsl.lish-
a1; a.gold m~dal is worth 10points; silver
is worth eight EUldbrol\Zc has a value of
six,
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SHIVtLY TROPHY [I

1M originall.loyd and Shively Trophies
haVGdistlppelirod. Duplicales aro now
awarded. Anyone with information con-
cerning the originals is asked to con.
lact the Marksman5hip Training Unil al
QuanticO or LoalhtrneCk maga:2:ine.
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SHOOTING AWARD,S (cont.)
Winncl'); of lhe v~'riulls division m31...

che) with rifle am.! pistol I'eceive the
Secretary of (he Naw Trophy (a Rcm-
inglon 720 rine). Wintler~ also plll'-
tkhKue in the Mm'inc Cor!,!s Match.

Then: arc many awards olTcrcc1to the
Corp5' lOp rine and "if>IOIshooters, but
thl: mosl prcsljgjou~ of all, symbolic of
the "bc.:~(shOI in the Marine Corps," i!i
the Lilm:hhcim~r Troj')hy. This huge
bron7~ trophy is aWD.rd~cIto the com.
petitOl' who auains highest aggregale
(combined) score of (he Marinc Corps
Ril1c M;uch and the Marine Corps Pistol
Match. The winner take~ home a gold
medal mirliatufC or the trophy. The sc.
LPnd place ~hooter is pl'escmed a silver,
and Lhl.:third place finisher rel:eivcs a
bronze.

The Lauchheimer Trophy was pre-
sent.:-dto the Marine ('orp~ by the family
of lhc latc AdjuLant and h1$pCCtoror the
Marine Corps, BrigDdier General
Charles H. Lauchheimer, who captained
the first Marine team 10enter rine I:om-
peLition. CapL W. \v. McMillan holc1$
the m:ord in tl'luchhcim"r competition
with an a...ggregateof 1169 set in 1959.

The McDougal Trophy, symbolic (If
the best ritle shot in the Corps, is award-
ed 10 Lh€!highest scoring competitor in
the annual Marine Corps rille competi-
tion. 1ne large silver trophy h"s the win.
ner's mum: inscribed on il, and a gold
badgeis awarded. '

nie trophy was originaLed and placed
in competition in 1947 by the family and
rriend~ of the hue LtCOI David S,
McDougal, who won bOlh the Distin-
guished Marksman and Dh;[inguished
Pislol badges and c~lablishcd an
outstanding record in rifle and pistol
wmpctition beFore being killed in action
on Okinawa duril1S World War II. The
record.holding McDQuga.1 Trophy
shooler is Cpl J. L. Gracey, who shot a
597xS6V in 1966,

CWO-3 F. A. Higginson sel the Walsh
Tn'phy record in 1977 with a 586x24X.
The Walsh TrOph)' syrnboli7.es the best
pistol shol in lhe:C()rp~.

The tall, silver trophy nOl.O;lhe winner's
ru;J.meinscribed on it. and" gold b.ldgc i~
awarr.led, The trophy is named in honor
of Col Wallcr R. Walsh. who was the
first Marine 10 bc<:orne . 'Triple
Disling.uishl!d" by winning [he
DisLinguished Riflcm.\I\, Distinguished
PiSlOI ShOI and the Inlcrn,uiollul
Dislinguished Badge rorhbpcrformanc~
\virh U.S. Il'mns in Intern:1Iion:l1('om.
n~tition,

At tltL'conl'lu,ion of lhe Marinc COTl')s
Pisco!Malch, both ril1cmen and piSLOI,
sll\U)lcr~ Cmll/'ll:lc in lhe il1lcr-divi~i\)1'

m"tl:hc,~.Thcse arc twO ~cpararemal.
!;hc~, The rille cOl11pr.:lilioll jf>illoix-III,1Il

G68PGEPEOL H3NV~8 ~3~ OH

CVOJU,with th~ ,~quatl rcpr~sclltill~ the
1;x:.\tsix shots in that parriculnr division.
The pislol m~lll:h hns rour-mun team.s.
Both events require firing the re5pectivc
M:lrinc Carps cOlnpcliLioncourse om:c.

The Imer-Division Rifle Team Trophy
w;u; \Yon in 1966 by th~ Wcswrn Divi-
sion's Gold Tcam w4th a score of 1781,
with 163 V's.

The In[cr-Division Pistol Team
Troj:)hy was WOllin 1978 by lhe Eastern
Division team with an 1137-39X.

The Fleet Marine Force Combat In-

fantry Trophy r~ord was set in 1983 by
the:Marine COI'PORecruit Depot. Parris
bland, S.C., team with a.score of 1119.
ll1is trophy is awarded to the winning
team of tho Aeet Marine Force Combat
hlfanlry Match.

The match is ba.c;edon the Infantry
Trophy Match, \Vhicl~has been fired in
the National Matches !iinCEbefore World
War 11. and was tired in the Marine
Corps Matches from 1960 to 1967.111e
match was suspendM due to the \Val'in
Vietnam and \Vas not reinstituted until
1977. Th~ ~UI11consisls or six shoOling
members plus a te-1mcaptain and team
cO&lch, and simulates a rifle squad
employing rapid fire in a combat situa-
tion.

Euch division has iLo;rifle and pistol
team malchc~ thal are fired afLcr the in-
dividual matches. Each nlatch has a
lCophy which is retained in the office of
the commander of the winning tearn unlil
lhe following year. Each liring membt:1'
and coach of thc winning team receives a
gold mcual.

A division rine leam match is a rour~
man team event with the ~ervice rUlc.
Eligible competitors fire once over the
Marine Corps Malch course.

Posts with a complement of los1;than
Q)Ocompete for a separare award as part
or the "Small POSt Rifle Team
Matches. ..
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. . Ine mV\S1onpJStol team match is a
four-man team event, firing the servic~
pistol. Competitors £Ireonce over the na-
donal match course. Thc:re arc no small
unit awards in pistol team competition.

Competitors in the Eastern Division
Matches [[y to win individual honofS.
CWO.] R. G. Green holds the rifle
record, sctin 1973,with a 59746\'. Capt
W. W. McMillan set the pistol record in
1961 with a 583-20X SCOre.

The Elliott Trophy is the oldcst Ilward
in Marine COrp5competidon. The silver
loving cup wa.'ipurchased by the officc:r
members ot the 1909 and 1910 Marine
Corp.o; Rifle Team. The trophy i5 namcxi
ror George F. Elliott, an advocate of
Marine Corp..\rnatlamanship, who serv-
ed as Commandant of the Corps from
1903 to 1910. The Seconc;1Marine Divi.
sion holds the Eastem DivisIon Record
which was set in 1965: I 18S-IOSV.

The Wlrgnran Trophy, named after
IlCol Harold 1".Wit'gman, was placed in
cOmpetidon in 1920 for East Coa.\t unitS
withcomplementSunder300.TodayI the
strength of the UnitmUStbe'less than 600.
The Marine Air Detachment, Memphis,
Tenn., holds the record, set in 1964:
1t63-BOV.

The Edson Trophy Match, named in
honor of Gcn Merritt A. Edson, Wi\S
established in 1953, and is fired between
poste;panicipaLing in the !:astern Divi-
sion Matche.~. Edson, former leader of
the famoLLe;Edson Raidt.'rs, wa.e;a liring
member of the winning Marine Corps
National Trophy Rifle TC:tuo.He WIlSa
distinguished rifle shooter.

At the time of his death, Edson was
serving as Executive Director of the Na-
tion:\1Rifle As,soc;iation.

The Marine Corps Base, .Camp le.
jeuI\C, N.C., team won the Edson Tro-
phy Match in 1966 and establisHed the
r~ord: 114S-32X.

Record holders in individual competi-
tion in the W.:stcm Division Matchus are,
with the rifle, WO E.D. Duncan,
596-S2V, and with the pistol, who else

. but Olympic Oold Medalist Capt W. W.
McMillan, 584-22X.

A San Diego Team Trophy is-awarded
to the winning major West Coast pOst.
The trophy, consisting of a bronze Cali-
fornia bC'Jt Iltop a redwood bru.c, wa.~
presented by civic orgarozations of San
Dicgo to the: Marine-Corps. Team cine
record holders, with a 1182-97V set in
1965, rCRrcsent Force Troops, TWcnty-
nine Palms, Calif.

The: Wharton Trophy was prc.sem~d
to the Corps in 1918by Mrs. Sara Whar-
ton HowllCcl.geD,t grandda.ughter of an
e:!.rly Marine Corps Commandant,
LtCol Fr:.\nklin Wharton. The award is
prr::semedto the company having the best
o.Iualific:ldon rCl,;ordwith small arms on

!aO/~~O~

the Wes.t Coast. The record is held by the
MarineCorpsBasutearn,Twentynine
Palms, Calif. Its members fired an .
1164-71V back in 1966.

The Western Division pistol team
match is named in honor of the 17th
Commandant, General Thomas Hal.
comb, who was a mernber of the ftt:it
MarineCorpscompetitiverifleteam. He
becamc distinguished with t~ ritle in
1908.The record for the Holcomb Tra-
~hy w~ set in 1965 by the Weapons
Training Battalion, Ma.rinc Corps Re-
cruit DepOt,San Diego, Calif., with a
112().28X.

Individual record holders in Pacific
Divisioncompcation are, for the rifle,
CWO 0. Connor, who in 1976rU'~da
59243V, and GySgt J. L. Moore, who
set the pistol record in 1978 with a
568-16X.

The PaciCic Division Rifle Team
MatchhonorsLieutenantGeneralJulian
C. Smith,an ardent shootingenthusiast.
Marine Airqaft Group 13 holds the
shooting record with 1167-96Y,set in
1964.

Tht Pllcific Trophy, established in
1961,is awarded in recognition of the
bc.~tpistul Leamin the PaLific Division
Matches.ServiceBattalion. 1st Marine
8ri!;adc, set the record score in 1964:
IllJ.29X.

Far EasLDivision individual record
holdersarc CWO-] L. C. Sergent with
the rifle:(5':>2-]8V), and MSgt M. Falagan
(568-21X) with the pistol. .

'I'hl!FarEa.~t'r~ award (rifleshool-
ing) is the Lloyd Trophy, named after
Chief MarineGunner Calvin A. Uoyd.
Hebecamedistinguishedwiththe rifle in
1911.He abo placed in the clivisionand
MarineCorps matches and fired on the
fll.uMarineCorpsTeam to win the Na-
tionalTrophy.

ElUOTT TROPHY
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Lloyd set a world's record at Sea Girt,
N. 1. One earlyevtning, he proceeded to
tire 101consecutive:bull.e;at a 16-inchcir-
cular black target, 600 yards disfJUlt.He
quit when it got too dark to shoot. He
was still in the black.

Separatc Battalions wan the wcnt in
1961 with an 1160-94V. That score has
not been topJ)cd.

The Shively Trophy, named in honor
of Col Morris Shively, who bCQl'nI!:
distinguished wirh the rifle in J924, is
presented to the FIlC wtern Divi~ion
pistol winnCf3-From 1936 to 1938, Col
ShIvely assisted in dl..vdo~ing a refme-
ment to the AS barrel that bears his
nmne.

Record setters in the Shively Trophy
competition arc Separate Battalions,
who in 1965 fired a 1078-21X.

Medals... badges... troph ies. The
Marine Corps' Competition In Arms
Program offers much to many. The
ultimate, however, is the rEalization that
ALL male Marines arc riflemc::nnrSt and
foremOSt. There's a small poster at the
Weapons Training Battalion at Quan-
tico, Va.., which fullyc~ptains the Marine
Corps' shooting program....

The pQ.')-terdepicts a Marine in field
gear with an cxplanaLion:

''The Naked Truth!" the poster states.
"There has never been an enemy soldier
killed with:

r'\ baskctball
A volleyball
A bowling ball
A tennis ball
A box.ing glove
A baseball
A fOOlbaJl
A golf ball
"This has always bea1 the task of an

accomplishedMARKSMAN!" rtl
G.J

EHARTON TRO~j

29

XV~ ~O:G~ SOOG/O~/o~


